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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to tlie record appears below. Sliould the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone inten/iew 
with Christopher J F>alermo. Reg. No. 42,056 on March 22, 2006. 

3. The application lias been amended as follows: 

- Claims 5, 13 and 21 are canceled. 

- Claim 1 is deleted in entirely and is replace it with the following: 

"In a virtual private network that provides voice and data communications, the 
virtual private network including a first private network and a second private 
network connected by a first communication network that supports voice 
communications and not supports at least one advanced voice communication 
feature that is supported by the first private network and the second private 
network, a method of providing the advanced voice communication feature for a 
call from the first private network to the second private network, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

establishing a connection between the first private network and the second 
private network through an auxiliary communication network that supports 
the advanced voice communication feature; 

detemnining that a signaling message from the first private network invokes the 
advanced voice communication feature; 



Application/Control Number: 10/662.019 
Art Unit: 2664 



Page 3 



converting the signaling message in a first protocol to a second signaling 
message in a second protocol for handling messages that pass enough 
information to implement the advanced voice communication feature; 

transmitting the second signaling message between the first private network and 
the second private network through the auxiliary communication network; 

prior to establishing the connection between the first private network and the 
second private network through an auxiliary communication network, 
establishing a connection between the first private network and the 
second private network through the first communication network; and 

wherein the connection between the first private network and the second private 
network through an auxiliary communication network is established from 
the second private network in response to establishing the connection 
between the first private network and the second private network through 
the first communication network." 

-Claim 2 "is capable of supporting" is amended to "supports". 
-Claim 4 "is capable of supporting" is amended to "supports". 

- Claim 10 is deleted in entirely and is replaced it with the following: 
"An apparatus that interconnects a first private network to a second private network 
through a first communication network that supports voice communications and not 
supports at least one advanced voice communication feature that is supported by the 
first private network and the second private network, and that interconnects the first 
private network to the second private network through a second communication network 
that supports voice communications and data communications and supports the at least 
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one advanced voice communication feature that is supported by the first private network 

and the second private network, the apparatus comprising: 

a first communications interface coupled between the first private network and 
the first communication network so as to communicate information 
therebetween; 

a second communications interface coupled between the first private network 
and the second network so as to communicate messages in a protocol for 
handling messages that pass enough information to implement the 
advanced voice communication feature; 

a processor coupled to the first communications interface and the second 
communications interface; and 

a memory coupled to the processor, the memory comprising one or more 
instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor 
to perform the steps of: 

establishing a connection between the first private network and the 
second private network through the second communication 
network; 

determining that a signaling message from the first private network 
invokes the advanced voice communication feature; 

converting the signaling message in a first protocol to a second signaling 
message in the protocol for handling messages that pass enough 
information to implement the advanced voice communication 
feature; 

transmitting the second signaling message between the first private 
network and the second private network through the second 
communication network; 

prior to establishing the connection between the first private network and the 
second private network through an auxiliary communication network. 
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establishing a connection between tlie first private network and the 
second private network through the first communication network; and 
wherein the connection between the first private network and the second private 
network through an auxiliary communication network is established from 
the second private network in response to establishing the connection 
between the first private network and the second private network through 
the first communication network." 

-Claim 12 "is capable of supporting" is amended to "supports". 

- Claim .18 is deleted in entirely and is replaced it with the following: 

"A computer-readable medium carrying one or more sequences of instnjctions 
for providing an advanced voice communication feature for a call from a first 
private network to a second private network that is interconnected to the first 
private network through a first communication network that supports voice 
communications and not supports at least one advanced voice communication 
feature that is supported by the first private network and the second private 
network and that is interconnected to the first private network through a second 
communication network that supports voice communications and data 
communications and supports the at least one advanced voice communication 
feature that is supported by the first private network and the second private 
network, which instructions, when executed by one or more processors, cause 
the one or more processors to carry out the steps of: 

establishing a connection between the first private network and the second 
private network through the second communication network; 

determining that a signaling message from the first private network invokes the 
advanced voice communication feature; 
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converting tlie signaling message in a first protocol to a second signaling 
message in the protocol for handling messages that pass enough 
information to implement the advanced voice communication feature; 

transmitting the second signaling message between the first private network and 
the second private network through the second communication network; 

prior to establishing the connection between the first private network and the 
second private network through an auxiliary communication network, 
establishing a connection between the first private network and the 
second private network through the first communication network; and 

wherein the connection between the first private network and the second private 
network through an auxiliary communication network is established from 
the second private network in response to establishing the connection 
between the first private network and the second private network through 
the first communication network." 

-Claim 20 "is capable of supporting" is amended to "supports". 
- Claim 26 is deleted in entirely and is replaced it with the following: 

"An apparatus that interconnects a first private network to a second private 
network through a first communication network supports voice communications 
and not supports at least one advanced voice communication feature that is 
supportied by the first private network and the second private network, and that 
interconnects the first private network to the second private network through a 
second communication network that supports voice communications and data 
communications and supports the at least one advanced voice communication 
feature that is supported by the first private network and the second private 
network, the apparatus comprising: 

means for establishing a connection between the first private network and the 
second private network through the second communication network; 
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means for determining that a signaling message from the first private network 

invokes the advanced voice communication feature; 
means for converting the signaling message in a first protocol to a second 

signaling message in the protocol for handling messages that pass 

enough information to implement the advanced voice communication 

feature; 

means for transmitting the second signaling message between the first private 
network and the second private network through the second 
communication network; 

prior to establishing the connection between the first private network and the 
second private network through an auxiliary communication network, 
establishing a connection between the first private network and the 
second private network through the first communication network; and 

wherein the connection between the first private network and the second private 
network through an auxiliary communication network is established from 
the second private network in response to establishing the connection 
between the first private network and the second private network through 
the first communication network." 

- Claim 27 is deleted in entirely and is replaced it with the following: 
"A system comprising: 

a first private network that supports an advanced voice communication feature; 

a first protocol converter coupled to the first private network; 

a first communication network coupled to the first protocol converter and 

employing a protocol that is not supports the advanced voice 

communication feature; 
a second protocol converter coupled to the first communication network; 
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a second private network that supports the advanced voice communication 
feature and supporting data communications and that is coupled to the 
second protocol converter; and 

a second communication networl< that supports the advanced voice 
communication feature and that is coupled to the first protocol converter 
and the second protocol converter, the second communication network for 
transmitting a converted signaling message, between the first protocol 
converter and the second protocol converter, in a protocol for handling 
messages that pass enough information to implement the advanced voice 
communication feature; 

wherein the first protocol converter comprises a first communications interface 
coupled between the first private network and the first communication 
network so as to communicate information therebetween; a second/ 
communications interface coupled between the first private network and 
the second network so as to communicate message in a protocol for 
handling messages that pass enough information to implement the 
advanced voice communication feature; a processor coupled to the first 
communications interface and the second communication interface; and a 
memory coupled to the processor, the memory comprising one or more 
instructions which, when executed by the processor, cause the processor 
to perform the steps of: 

establishing a connection between the first private network and the 

second private network through the second communication 
network; 

determining that a signaling message from the first private network 
invokes the advanced voice communication feature; 

converting the signaling message in a first protocol to a second signaling 
message in the protocol for handling messages that pass enough 
information to implement the advance voice communication feature; 
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transmitting the second signaling message between the first private 
network and the second private network through an auxiliary 
communication network; 

prior to establishing the connection between the first private network and 
the second private network through an auxiliary communication 
network, establishing a connection between the first private network 
and the second private network through the first communication 
network; and 

wherein the connection between the first private network and the second 
private network through an auxiliary communication network is 
established from the second private network in response to 

establishing the connection between the first private network and 
the second private network through the first communication 
network." 

-Claim 29, "is capable of supporting" is amended to "supports". 
- Newly claims 30-33 are added. 

Claim 30 (New) The apparatus of claim 26. wherein the means for establishing a 
connection between the first private network and the second private network 
through an auxiliary communication network includes means for establishing the 
connection in response to determining that a signaling message from the first 
Private network invokes the advanced voice communication feature. 

Claim 31 (New) The apparatus of claim 26. further comorisino means for 
intercepting, from the first private network, the sianalino message that invokes 
the advanced voice communication feature, wherein the first private network is 
the private network from which the call originates. 
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Claim 32 (Nevy) The apparatus of claim 26. further comprising means for 
intercepting, from the second private network, the signaling message that 
invokes the advanced voice communication feature, wherein the second private 
network is the private network at which the call terminates. 

Claim 33 (New) The apparatus of claim 26. wherein the advanced voice 
communication feature is a custom calling feature from a group consisting of call- 
waiting, call-forwardino. and three-wav-callino. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. Claims 1-4. 6-12, 14-20 and 22-33 allowed. . 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
made of record fails, to teach or fairly suggests in combination the steps of prior to 
establishing the connection between the first private network and the second private 
network through an auxiliary communication network, establishing a connection 
between the first private network and the second private network through the first 
communication network; and wherein the connection between the first private network 
and the second private network through an auxiliary communication network is 
established from the second private network in response to establishing the connection 
between the first private network and the second private network through the first 
communication network. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Civanlar et a! (US 5,995,606) disclose a client-server network enables 
interconnection to both the Internet and switched network. 

DuVal (US 5,818,836) discloses method and apparatus for anonymous voice 
communication using an online data service. 

McMullin (US 5,809,128) disclose method and apparatus permitting notification 
and control of blocked incoming calls over a data network. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brenda Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3135. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matar Ahmad, can be reached on (571) 272-7488. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 

March 23, 2006 
Brenda Pham 



Conclusion 




